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Midwinter Christmas

JoiQ the night where Fs\VVESRYONEs (returnees,
families, hosted students etc) come toaether and
celebrate the annual midwinter hristmas

evening !

Bunday 28th July 6pm10pm

Dairy Flat Hall: Comer of Postman Rd & Dairy Flat High-
way

Please bring to share:

A salad AND dessert (big enough for the number of people
in your family coming). AFSNS will be supplying the meat
and rolls. Hosted students bring your Secret Santa present.

For yourselves:

Dress up in a Christmas theme— an elf, a fairy, green and
red. Bring amazing decorations for your table. Prizes to be
won!

Bring your own plates, cutlery, glasses and whatever you
wish to drink.



President’s Report

The last few weeks have been the heart-wrenching times that being involved in AFS in-
vokes as we say good-bye to our overseas students that were here for a semester pro-
gramme, and lead up to saying good-bye to our NZ students about to embark on their
overseas adventure. Once again | got to watch the Culture Shock DVD that we show to
departing students, and their families, to educate them on what it might be like when the
buzz wears off and you are in a foreign country with a different family, trying to cope with
everyday life as a teenager with cultural and, usually, language differences. Although
this DVD was filmed in 2004, it is still just as relevant 9 years later and my daughter (a
returnee from 2012) commented on how realistic it portrays the ups and downs of your
time away. Those airport scenes always bring a tear to my eye!

We are also welcoming back our 3 students that have been away for a year, and they
too will be going through reverse culture shock as they assimilate back into their natural
family and NZ life as quite a different person to the one that left NZ a year ago.

We welcome our 2 Intensive Programme students both from Spain, newly arrived.

For the year long-hosted students here in NZ — keep making the most of everyday as
your time will start to go much more quickly now in the remaining 4.5 months and | look
forward to seeing you all again at the Mid-winter Christmas dinner on 28" July.

Bian from Argentina and | did some yeast cooking (actually we were making Easter Hot
Cross Buns!)

Robyn




Inbox

Hello)

My name is Snorre, and, at the moment I live in Murrays Bay. I am 18
years old and go to Rosmint College in Takapuna.

I come §rom the very top of Norway. The town I come §rom is called Hon-
ningsvdg and is the city center of North Cape municipality. I am one out
o§ 2,500 inhabitants, and Honningsvag is still considered a city) It was
quite a change §or me to come to Auckland because it is such a big city.
Coming §rom a town with 2,500 inhabitants, to a city with over a million is
quite a contrast having to get used to bus systems, lots of streetnames,
shops, schools etc.

Coming to Rosminl was guite a change for me as well as it is a school Sor
boys only, and that is not a big thing in Norway. The first couple of weeks
at Rosminl were a bit weird and I §elt rather misplaced, but as everything
else I got used to it and I now consider it normal.

Although I §ind some things here in New Zealand, guite dif§erent to what I
am used, to it doesn't stop me §rom getting out there trying to live the Ki-
wili§e. At school I am the lead trumpet player in the orchestra and the
jazz band, so I spend. a couple of hours every week practicing with them. I
also take music as a subject at school, so I am doing guite a bit of music-
related activities here in New Zealand. I am not really a sports person, so
on that §leld I don't really contribute that much to the school. It's maybe a
bit sad I won't be able to bring some fantastic rugby skills back to Norway
to show of to my §riends. However, I am happy with my effort in terms of
muslic.

So far I have really enjoyed my stay in New Zealand, and. I hope I will en
joy it just as much for the next 5 months with many new experiences to
come. It is amazing how fast the time goes by! I am already hal§ way
through the exchange year. I haven't even had, time to be homesick yet.
Good, times in New Zealoand!

Snorre




Farewells

This week we had to say farewell to our 6 month programme students— Bianca
(Argentina) Beatriz (Argentina) and Victoire (France).

We would like to wish them good luck for their continuing life and experiences
back in their home country and hope for them to come back and visit us one
day.

Bian Sampirisi, Argentina

Victoire Rue, France

Bea MacDonald, Argentina




Hosting

If you are interested in hosting a student, new profiles are going up on the AFS New Zealand
website on a daily basis so have a look at

http://www.afs.org.nz/Host/Student_profiles/

and please contact: hosting@afsns.org.nz for more information.



Dates for your Diary

Event Date Venue
Midwinter x-mas dinner Jduly 28th Dairy Flat Hall
Bay of Islands Trip Sor August 2-% T80

students
Public In§ormation Night August 5 Epsom Girls Grammar
School
Day Trip to Hobbiton August 25 T8A

What’s On

Pick & Mix Arts Program—Get a taste of
performing arts

Get down to Aotea Centre on Saturday
mornings for The Edge's free programme of
performances and workshops — Pick & Mix.
Performances include Fairytale Theatre, Re-
volting Rhymes, Hip Hop Clowning and
much more. Pick & Mix 2013 has a great se-
lection of performances and workshops
every Saturday from 22 June to 31 August,
free for the whole family.

Venue: Aotea Centre

Address: Aotea Centre, Auckland
Date: 6. July—31. August

Ticket: Free

Sassy Latin Night

Head to Atico Cocina's Sassy Latin Night for
a central American fiesta of music dance
and fusion Caribbean food. Experience a
contemporary and popular Cuban dance
extravaganza with live music encompassing
Son-Boleros, Bossa Nova and Baladas. En-
try to the event is free, but you may also
dine from the special $65 Caribbean De-
gustation Menu, available only for the
night.

Venue: Atico Cocina

Address: Atico-Cocina, Drake St, Freemans
Bay, Auckland

Date: 2. August, 8.00 PM






